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I.—FORr£EIGN Poxrtics, 


The General and Gauhari Asf of the 15th November has the follow- 
ing :— 

According to the Morning Post, it is under 
contemplation to send a British mission under Lord 
Curzon to Cabul to consult with the Amir about the arrangement which should 
be made of the north-western frontier of India. Although there is no know- 
ing how far the Morning Post is correct in making this statement, judging 
from the present condition of the frontier, it may be said that the Amir is the 
best person to give the Government moral support in frontier matters, Up to 
this time Government has never adopted any wise plan for its pacification, 
and all its previous measures have proved failures. The tribesmen ure a source 
of trouble to the British subjects in the Punjab. What the Government at 
present wants are (1) that the tribesmen should not molest its own subjects, 
and (2) that they should not conspire with any foreign power against it. The 
Amir, who is the faithful ally of Government, may be vested with supreme 
authority and made responsible for any misconduct on the part of the tribes- 
men. It is true that the Amir may decline to mix himself up in the affairs of 
those tribes who do not hesitate to annoy him; but in that case the Govern- 
ment should agree to add something to his allowance and ammunition. If 


this can be done, the Government of India will be rid of a great cause 
for anxiety. 


The contemplated settlement of 
the frontier question. 


II.—Home AnpMINIST# ATION. 
(a)—-Police. 


2. The Tripura Hitaishi for the second fortnight of Kartik 1305 B.S 
learns that on the second day of the last Dur 
Puja a certain police officer of Comilla, in the 
Tippera district, brought a woman of the town to his quarters, and that his 
wife coming to know of this made so vigorous an attack on the latter that 
she fled in terror, pureved by the irate wife, who struck her in public, A 
criminal case was imminent, but the matter was amicably settled. 
3. The Hitavadi of the 18th November says that at about 4 p.m. on the 
7th October last, one Meghnad Bagdi was killed, 
aie ste Of Murder in the Hooghly and three other raiyats and a respectable Brahman 
; were seriously wounded in the village of Jerur, 
within the zamindari of Raja Peary Mohan Mukharji, of Uttarpara. The 
Inspector of the Dhaniakhali thana has arrested two Musalmaus in con- 
nection with this occurrence, but the other culprits are still at large. It is 
shameful that such a brutal affair should occur in the zamindari of one who 
wants to be known as a pillar of his country. A month has elapsed since the 
occurrence, but all the men implicated in the crime have not yet been arrested. 
It is hoped that the District Superintendent of Police, Hooghly, will have a 
thorough investigation made into the case. 
4, The same paper says that in the month of Aswin last it was given 
ee ere out in the village of Atpur, in the Hooghly district, 
in the (raukidari tax ina village that by the order of the District Magistrate the 
sis eeac rate of the chaukidari tax had been raised to one 
and-a-half times the existing rate, The panchayats said they knew nothing 
about the enhancement; and when the villagers made ready to submit a memo- 
rial to the Magistrate, they were told that the tax would not be enhanced, but 
would be levied at the present rate. The assessement of the tax is also 
extremely inequitable, poor men in many cases being assessed to larger 
amounts than rich men. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Tripura Hitaishi for the second fortnight of Kartik 1305 B.S. is 

_ credibly informed that for some special reason 

cont, Deputy Magistrates in there is so great a falling off in the number of 
os criminal cases in Comilla that certain Deputy 
Magistrates have nothing better to do after 2 o’clock than to chat with other 
Deputy Magistrates in their courts. In the course of such conversation, these 


A police officer in Comilla town. 
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Deputy Magistrates do not hesitate even to exchange opinions about the cases 
eir files. 

= The Deputy Magistrate, Babu Kali Sankar Sen, has, for various reasons, 

become unpopular. He has made himself intimate with certain local zamindars, 

and doubts are entertained by the public whether justice can, under the. 

circumstances, be expected from him. His transfer is desirable. 

6, Referring to the case of Muluk Chand, of Kalna, who was convicted 

The case of Muluk Chandof Of assaulting the Deputy Mayistrate of the place, 
Kalna and whose appeal has been recently disposed of by 
Mr. Fisher, Magistrate of Burdwan, the Pallivast of the 15th November writes 
as follows :— 

Though we are not satisfied with the result of the appeal, we cannot 
blame the Magistrate who heard it. The Magistrate probably had no alterng- 
tive but to come to the decision at which he has arrived. He could not remedy 
any defects in the record which may have been committed in the lower court 
in consequence of the accused not having retained any pleader or mukhtar 
in that court. 

We will, however, analyse Muluk’s case, and leave the public to draw 
their own conclusion as to his guilt or innocence. At 11 a.m. on the 27th 
September last, Muluk was working in his field in Maslandapur, when sud- 
denly a young man on horseback came up and ordered him “in a somewhat 
angry tone” to call the village chaukidar. As there was no information in the 
village that the Deputy Magistrate or any other public officer would come 
there that day, and the Deputy Magistrate having come there only on his way to 
another village, the cultivator had no reason to suspect that the rider might be a 

ublic officer. And living, as he does, under the British rule which so much 

ikes to see equality prevail among all men, the man did not care the angr 
looks or the angry words of the mder. He did not listen to what the latter 
said. In his deposition the Deputy Magistrate said:—‘‘ I had a horsewhip 
with which I struck him once.” Now what would a man in Muluk’s position 
do if treated by a stranger in this fashion? Muluk went into his house and 
brought out a piece of bamboo with which he struck the Deputy Magistrate. 
It has been urged that if Muluk had beaten the Deputy Magistrate imme- 
diately after being himself beaten, he could have urged the plea of sudden 
provocation; but when he went some distance to bring a weapon with which 
to beat the Deputy Magistrate, he did not act upon sudden provocation. 
But if he was not wrong in resenting the Deputy Magistrate’s attack upon 
him, he was not also wrong in beating him. 

The case was first heard by the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Kalna, an 
officer subordinate to the complainant, and in giving his judgment, the Sub- 
Deputy Magistrate said that he would inflict “‘exemplary punishment” on the 
accused. Exemplary punishment ought to be inflicted on a hardened criminal, 
but it is clear that Muluk was not such a criminal. He acted like a courageous 
man, or, to take the worst view of the matter, like a rash, unthinking fellow. 
He is certainly not a wicked man. Did the Sub-Deputy Magistrate also act 
rightly by oe bg a case in which his superior officer was the complainant? Who 
would believe that, like the Cantonment Magistrate of Lahore in the Panjab 
Times defamation case, the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Kalna did not, in 
Muluk’s case, consider himself ‘' bound to carry out the orders of his superior” ? 

The authorities ought to enquire if Muluk was real!y compelled to remove 
night-soil when in jail. | 

7. The Hitavadi of the 18th November writes as follows :— 

ee We are tired of writing about Mr. Heard, of 
Of e of Hen Subdivisionl Deoghur, We have from time to time brought to 
ghur. ‘ a npayie : 

ae the notice of the authorities instances of his par- 

tiality as a judicial officer, of his love of heavy punishments and untimely tours, 
of his habit of abusing witnesses in open court, of his unlawfully collecting 
rations and of his impressing men for begar. But Mr. Heard has not still 
mended his ways. In December 1896, he went privately to Giridih with. 
out letting the higher authorities know anything about it, and, unable to 
resist the temptation of drawing his bhata, entered his tour in his diary and 


drew the allowance, and in order to conceal the deception, made a subordinate 
officer submit a false explanation. 
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Everybody is aware how Mr. Heard conducted himself during the pre- 
valence of famine in his subdivision. He prosecuted many people on the 
suspicion that they were our informants. His anger against this paper has not 
yet abated, and we have heard that he is still doing his utmost to do mischief 
to certain inoffensive men. The people of Deoghur must be considered ex- 
tremely unfortunate if, even under a ruler like Sir John Woodburn, no enquiry 
is made into Mr. Heard’s conduct and they are not relieved of a Subdivisional 
Officer like him. 


8. The same paper has heard that the Magistrate of Murshidabad issues 
in sich ol Wiamiduliai a warrants in very trifling cases. He issued a warrant 
arene ' against an Honorary Magistrate for recovery of the 
ltry sum of five or six rupees, and another warrant against a respectable 
Mosslman for the recovery of not more than one rupee and ten annas. Ina 
certificate case for the recovery of a few thousand rupees, he issued a warrant 
for the arrest of a respectable zanana lady. The police were about to enter her 
house by forcing open the gate, when her durwan resisted. The Magistrate, on 
being informed that he was committing something very wrong, prohibited the 
entrance of the police into her house. Proceedings were, however, taken against 
the durwan, but he was acquitted. ‘The Magistrate, therefore, wreaked his 
vengeance on the lady by depriving ker of her license for firearms. License 
has since been restored. | 
The head clerk of the Berhampur Municipality was prosecuted for 
embezzlement, but acquitted on appeal. <A respectable pleader of Jangipur, 
the Chairman of the Local Board, was sent to hajué on a charge of manufac- 
turing counterfeit coin. The gentleman was released on bail under the District 
Judge’s order, and was acquitted after trial. A respectable mukhtar was 
the other day called upon to show cause why he should not be bound down 
to keep the peace. On the hearing of the rule, he was found quite innocent. 
A zamindar of Jangipur came to be on bad terms with the police. The 
Magistrate ordered him to appear in his Court. Fearing disgrace, the zamindar 
did not appear in person, but appointed mukhtars and pleaders to represent 
him and conduct the case. He was found innocent, but not before he had spent 
about one thousand rupees. A well-known medical practitioner of Murshid- 
abad and the head clerk of the municipality have both been charged with the 
embezzlement of Rs. 45. They are now on bail. People are simply struck 
dumb at the actions of the Magistrate, and the subordinate officers are alarmed. 
The public have been seriously inconvenienced by the Magistrate’s order 
rohibiting pleaders and mukhtars from entering the Collectorate offices. 
he writer does not know what the Magistrate hasto say in self-defence. But 
matters need mending if the allegations made against him are true. 


9. The Sanjivani of the 19th November publishes a letter contradicting 
i the charges made against the Subdivisional essere 
Sa vsional Officer of of Bagerhat, in Khulna, by one of its correspondents 
meen he alane eee (see Report ‘on Native Papers for week ending the 
22nd October 1898, paragraph 12). 


10. In reference to the Baraset assault case, the same paper has the 
following :— 

Old Takir, whose son was wounded, has been 
fined Rs. 25, and Madhu has been fined Rs. 30, while Jasimuddi has been 
sentenced to two months’ imprisonment. But the trying Magistrate had 


The Baraset assault case. 


nothing to say about Mr. Mayston, who wounded a man in the presence of 


4 crowd of villagers. 


Madhu Mandal, who wanted to show courtesy and respect to the saheb, 
who took the saheb to the shade of a tree lest the villagers should put any 
indignity upon him, and who procured a cocoanut that he might slake his 
thirst with its water, in the event of his not drinking the dirty water of 
the village pond, has been rewarded with a fine of Rs. 30! 

When the viilagers prepared to extort Rs. 50 from the saheb, Madhu acted 
88 a mediator and settled the matter for Rs. 2; and for his pains he has 
been rewarded with a fine of Rs. 30! 

When the saheb was preparing to leave without paying anything, Madhu 
caught hold of him, perhaps in the belief that it would be an offence to let him 
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go after committing an illegal act. And for this offence he has been fined 
Rs. 30. | | 

The trying Magistrate observed that the accident was not the result of 
Mr. Mayston’s negligence, but in his judgment he wrote that the saheb knew 
that the boys were following him ; but, if he knew this, why did he shoot in that 
direction? Did he not deserve to be taken to task for this? 

Shooting a boy is regarded as a very grave offence in this country. The 
villagers could not possibly know that it was not a case to be’sent up by the 


police, and so thought that it would be no offence to detain Mr. Mayston.. Hag 


it been, under such circumstances, just to sentence the accused to imprisonment} 
If the villagers had allowed Mr. Mayston to go away and then informed thie 
police of the occurrence, would any trace of him have been found ? 


(d)—Education. 


11. The Tripura Hitatshi for the second fortnight of Kartik 1305 B.S, is 


Ths ectasitbin. 6 piintnin-ait glad to learn that the Lieutenant-Governor has not 
to Middle English Schools in the Only ordered the restoration of the grants-in-aid to 


_ Chittagong district. Middle English Schools in the Chittagong district, 


M1H1R-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Nov. 18th, 1898, 


MIHIR-O-SUDHAKAR. 


but has held that, in the event of the District Board funds running short, the 
grants-in-aid should be paid out of the Government treasury, and that they 
should not, under any circumstances, be allowed to be withdrawn. “It is,” 
says the writer, “our good fortune that we have got so kind a Licutenant- 
Governor as Sir John Woodburn.” 


12. Muhammad Manirajjaman, Head Maulvi of the Kumedpur Madrassa in 

P ai iis > ar. district, writes to a Mthtr-o- Sudhakar 
memoria’ by the Arabic stu- of the 18th November, to complain that the memo- 
mses a cel ta rial to the | putamen averse by the Arabic 
students of the Calcutta Madrassa published in a previous issue of that paper 
(Report on Native Papers of the 17th September 1898, paragraph 11), which the 
correspondent prayed the Musalman newspapers of Calcutta to place before the 
Government, and for which he craved the support of the Central Muhammadan 
National Association and the leaders of the Musalman community, has failed 
to excite their sympathy, and that, with the exception of Mavulvi Abdul 
Karim, not one of the leading Musalmans appealed to by the correspendent 
had even the courtesy to reply to his letter. Poor Musalmans are looked 
down upon by their well-to-do co-religionists, who turn a deaf ear to their tale 
of grievances and deny them admission into their houses. It is certainly a 
misfortune of these poor and helpless men that the wealthy members of their 
community are so utterly steeped in ease and indolence that they have little 
leisure to attend to their complaints. Acting on the advice given him by 
Maulvi Abdul Karim, the correspondent requests all professors and students of 
the Arabic Department of the Malresine in the country to hold a meeting and 
adopt resolutions enumerating the grievances which Government is expected 
to redress and the privileges which are solicited on behalf of the Arabic 
students. The correspondent will, on receipt of copies of these resolutions, 


submit to Government a memorial which will be supported by the signatures of 
the parties concerned. 


13. ‘The same paper writes as follows :— 
eee ae We are glad to hear of the appointment of 
wan Me CiPelship of the Cal- Mr. Hill, Inspector of Schools, Bhagalpur Circle, a8 
Principal of the Calcutta Madrassa. We have, 
however, something to say in reference to the Principalship, It 1s proper and 
reasonable to appoint to this office a man who knows Arabic. We may possibly 
have to repent in future, if we do not consider the justice and reasonableness 
of this suggestion, for now that the Goverment has put a stop to the recruitmeut 
of educational officers in England and is getting its educational work done by 
a cheap native agency, native officers will take the place of European officers 
as the latter retire one after one, and so a Hindu may some time or other 
become the Principal of the ‘Madrassa. If English officers having no knowledge 
of Arabic can be appointed to that office now, it will not be possible to take any 
objection then to the appointment of a Hindu ignorant of Arabic. When 
Hindus are already being appointed as Principals of Colleges, who can say that 
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the Madrassa will not some time or other be also placed. under a Hindu? The 


danger can be averted by passing a rule to the effect that none but an Arabic- 


knowing man shall be eligible for the office, We should not have had an thing 
to say against the appointment of a European, if Mr, Rankin, who knows 
Arabic well, had been appointed to the age grag But when that has not 
been done, we ought to say that the dignity of the Madrassa would have been 
maintained if an able and Arabic-knowing Muhammadan had been appointed. 
The appointment of Maulvi Abdul Khayer Muhammad Siddik, m.a., Superin- 
tendent of the Dacca Madrassa, would have given great satisfaction to Bengali 
Musalmans. When the Sanskrit College has not suffered under a Sanskrit- 
knowing Hindu Principal, would there have been any mismanagement of the 
Madrassa if it had been placed under an Arabic-knowing Muhammadan 
Principal ? | 

(e)—Local Self-Government and Munteipal Administration. 


14. The Chinsura Var/avaha of the 13th November complains of the 
neglected condition of the road from the Hooghly 
station to Khorobazar in Chinsura. The road does 
not appear to have ever received repairs. In the rainy season it is full of mud 
and in the dry season full of dust. ‘The sides of the road are full of jungle and 
contain heaps of refuse of all sorts. Yet this is the road which all who have 
to come from the station to Chinsura and back have to uso! The houses in 
Chinsura, except in the portion near the barracks, where everything is kept 
clean and tidy, are also full of filth, and most of them, since the earthquake of 
last year, have been in a dangerously dilapidated condition without the Muni- 
cipality taking any steps to pull them down. The privies, too, are never 
properly cleansed by the mehters. ‘The tanks in Dharampur are extremely 
filthy, and the use of their water for drinking purposes produces diseases amon 
the residents. The difference in the matter of sanitation, conservancy an 
lighting between the native quarter and the quarter of the town in which the 
barracks are situated is not certainly creditable to the Municipality, because 
rates are levied as well from the residents of the native quarter as from those 
of the English quarter. It is a matter of regret that Chinsura should be in 
such a bad and filthy condition under the Chairmanship of a medical man like 
Dr. R. L. Dutt. 

15. The Aituvads of the 18th November has the following :— 

We do not believe that the District Boards have 

the ne {uestion of water-supply in yet done anything to remove to any appreciable 

extent the water scarcity which is felt throughout 

Bengal. The Boards are never short of funds when the question is one of 

repairing and maintaining dék bungalows, which are of no use to the mags of the 

ia gua but are kept up solely for the benefit of the officials and European travel- 

ers. In fact, large sums of money are wasted in order to keep the bungalows in 

good order. But no sooner is the questicn of removing water scarcity raised 
than the Boards complain of want of money. 

I: was so far back as the year 1891-92, that the Government of Sir Steuart 
Bayley settled the question of how watei-suppiy could be best made. The 
Administration Report for that year says:—‘ Digging of wells is the best and 
suitable means for supplying pure water for drinking pespaae throughout the 
country.” Since that year various experiments in well-digging have been 
made. And.Sir Charles Elliott required every District Board to set apart eve 
sa a portion of its revenue for the purpose of digging wells. A faw wells 
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ere and there have since been dug, but their number is too few to remove the | 


country’s want. Under the existing cireumstances, the District Boards being 
required to spend a large portion of their funds fur no useful purpose, it 1s, in 
fact, impossible to expect those bodies to be able to spare enough to excavate 
a sufficiently large number of wells. Again, many of the wells, which have 
already been excavated with the District Boards’ money, being situated on 
Government properties, such as the compounds of police stutions, hospitals, 
court-houses, distilleries, schools and dék bungalows, the villagers can have no 
access to them. Wells situated within villages and grounds on which melds 
are held can alone be of use to the public. But the number of wells of this 
nature hitherto excavated is extremely small. 
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It is the imperative duty of the authorities to have wells dug in place 
where the people have no rivers or large tanks to depend upon for water-supply 
If sanitarians direct their attention to the way in which diseases are spreading 
in Bengal in consequence of the drinking of cor water by the masses, the 
people of this province may expect to have the crying evil under which they 


Wells differ in the quality of the water they supply according to their 
construction. According to sanitarians, wells made of metallic tubes do not 
supply the purest water. Pottery wells and soa | wells are the only wells 
which supply pure water. Pottery wells, however, do not last long on account 
of their sides giving way; masonry wells, therefore, are the best reservoirs of 
water, though somewhat costly. In spite of the opinion of experts that tube 
wells do not supply pure water, Sir Alexander Mackenzie in the great water 
scarcity of 1896 advised the construction of such wells the tubes being supplied 
by Messrs. Leslie and Company. This might have benefited the Company, but 
it did not much benefit the people. Masonry wells, on account of their cost 
have not found favour with the authorities. ‘There is never a want of money 
when money is to be wasted, when it is to go into the pockets of European 
officials, as exchange compensation allowance. But there is a sad want of funds 
when the people have to be supplied with their drinking water, and measures 
have to be taken to improve their health. 


The letter received last year by the Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
from the Sanitary Board clearly proves that it is the question of cost which 
stands in the way of the excavation of wells. ‘lhe letter is as follows:— 


‘No. 540. 


From—A. EK. Sirk, Esa., a.m. 1.c.z., Secretary to the Sanitary Board, Bengal, 
‘To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 


‘*‘T am directed to forward herewith, for your consideration and such action 
as you may think necessary, copy of correspondence relating to the improve- 
ment of water-supply by the digging of wells instead of tanks. I am to say 
that the Board have no doubt that it would be a most desirable improvement to 
provide a well for drinking water in each villaze where such does not already 
exist, but they are of opinion that the cost would be prohibitive.” 


We once heard that Babu Rasik Chandra Basu, of Dacca, had invented a 
new mode of constructing masonry wells, which was approved by many officials 
and was sanctioned on account of its cheapness. But nothing more has been 
heard about it again. Sir John Woodburn is requested to supply his subjects 
with pure drinking water without minding the cost. 


(h)— General. 


16. The Paillivasi of the 15th November suggests the curtailing of 

: lague expenditure in the Burdwan districs. It 

B peeve pe pear in the ig hoped that Mr. Fisher will shortly dispense 

ae ee with the services of the Health Officers of Kalna 

and Assansol, who are both local men, and whose services may be secured 

whenever necessary. The writer does not object to the plague regulations 
remaining in force; he only recommends the curtailing of the expenditure. 


17. The Hitavadi of the 18th November gives a Bengali translation of 

The case of the Mohanta of the the report, which was submitted to the District 

Chandra Nath temple in Chittae Magistrate of Chittagong by Babu Nabin Chandra 

ome: Das, Deputy Magistrate, oa the Chandra Nath 

temple, and wants the Government to enquire what orders the local authorities, 

who are always kind to the Mohanta, passed on the report and how it came to 
be shelved in the Commissioner’s office. 


_A perusal of the report will convince any one that the charges brought. 
against the Mo:an/a are true without a single exception, not one of them being 


ee 
* 
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false or exaggerated, Yet the following is the order which the Magistrate 


passed upon the report :— . 


- “No. 107, dated the 28th January 1898, | 
“Brom—J. D. AnpErson, Esa., Magistrate of Chittagong, 
“¢ To—The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division. 

‘With reference to your letter No. 661C., dated the 16th August last, and 
revious correspondence, I have the honour to submit, in original, a report 
received by me to-day from Babu Nabin Chandra Das, Deputy Magistrate and 
Collector. I think it would be well either to drop the matter altogether, or to 
take some decided steps, with a view to removing the Mohanta. The grievances 
complained of are of very old standing and have been repeatedly brought to 
the notice of your predecessors.” ge 


On receipt of this letter, the Commissioner wrote as follows:— 


‘‘ Dated the 4th February 1898. 
“ To—The Collector of Chittagong. 


“With reference to your No. 107, dated the 28th January 1898, I have the 


honour to state that I see no reason for taking any action in the matter under 
section 539, Criminal Procedure Code, The circumstances of the case are by 
no means exceptional, and the object of the adhikaris appears to be to obtain a 
larger share in the spoil.” | 


And the matter dropped. 

But waiving all other points, it is to be asked if the charges brought 
against the Wohanita have not been proved to be true. If so, the entire Hindu 
community is interested in the prevention of the waste of the temple property. 
That community is not at all concerned in the quarrels between the Mohanta 
and the adhikaris. But it must protest against all waste of temple property and 
against the oppressicn of pilgims by the Mohanta. The High Court itself 
censured the conduct of the Mohanta, Kisor Ban, in exacting tributes from 
pilgrims. Mr. Skrine, when Commissioner of Chittagong, wrote as follows :— 


‘Tt is not creditable to the administration of the district that it should be 
left to point out in a civil suit that the Mohanta has been committing offences 
of wrongful restraint and extortion under the care and notice of the Magistrate 
with impunity.” (Letter No. 186C., dated 22nd February 1897.) 


It is strange that, under the circumstances and after so much ado, the 
matter should be entirely dropped. The grave charges against the Mvhanta 


should not be hushed up, and the Commissioner should make a proper enquiry 


and put a check upon the Mohanta’s high-handedness. 

18. According to the Sanjay of the 18th November, the people of Farid- 
ld sa | ee faith in the Income-tax Deputy Collec- 
aaa” tor, Maulvi Afsaruddin, It cannot be the intention 
of Government that the assessment of the income- 
tax should be such as to prove a hardship to the people. If the income-tax 
has to be justly assessed, the real income of the person assessed should be 
ascertained by careful enquiry. Babu Isan Chandra Das, of Gopalpur, who 
was assessed at Rs. 23 during the last two years, has this year to pay Rs. 221. 
It is evident from this that the Maulvi has not been well informed about this 
man’s income. People are saying many things about the enhancement of 
this man’s income-tax. The circulation of these rumours, which are all true, 
may dothe Maulvi harm. If necessary, they will be published hereafter. 
The writer, who is credibly informed that Isan Babu’s pecuniary condition, 
instead of improving, is getting worse, thinks that when Maulvi Afsaruddin 
has not given satisfaction as Income-tax De uty Collector, the charge of the 

department should be entrusted to some other a et Collector. 
19. Referring to the refusal of the Bengal Government to forward copy 
of an address which was to have been presented 


Chit Poneel Government on the by the Chittagong Association to His Excellency 


ittagong Associati . : isl 
g Association the Viceroy during his recent visit to that town, 


on the ground that as it knew nothing of the Association there was hardly 


time for His Excellency to make any enquiries about it, the Sanjivani - 
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of the 19th November says:—The Chittagong Association has thus failed 
to place their ideas and desires before the Viceroy, ‘and has been insulted 
an 


neglected. Is it true that the Viceroy or the Lieutenant-Governor 
does not know anything about the Chittagong Association? Both .Govern- 
ments of Bengal and India have on many occasions sent draft Bills to the 
Association for an expression of its opinion. hy should, then, the Govern. 


‘ment be so strangely forgetful? The Association fell out with the local 


officers over the granting of relief to the sufferers from the late cyclone. 
People think that perhaps Mr. Manisty pulled the wire from behind in this 


ease, but whether they are right or not in their surmise is known only to 
‘Mr Manisty and the Government. The Lieutenant-Governor might, if he 
chose, have given His Excellency all the necessary information about the 


constitution, usefulness and present position of the Association. 


III.—LEGIsiaTIiveE. 


20. The Aitavads of the 18th November thus criticises Sir John Wood. 
burn’s speech on the Calcutta Municipal Bill: -- 

After impartially considering the arguments for . 
and against the Bill, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
come to the conclusion that the measure ought to be passed. Though we have 
been grieved at this decision, we ought to be pleased with the manner in which 
it has been communicated to the public. We would have been extremel 
sorry for Sir John Woodburn’s decision if we had not known that the Secre- 
tary of State himself is in favour of the Bill, that most Anglo-Indians are 
doing their best to get it passed, and that the Lieutenant-Governor’s evil 
counsellors have succeeded in their efforts to mislead him. We expected a 
better decision from a man of Sir John Woodburn’s cool temper and sympa- 
thetic heart, who is always anxious todo good to his subjects. But his speech 
in the Council has destroyed the last ray of hope which was still dwelling in 
our mind. Sir John is a kind man, but for us there is no escaping the influence 
of our evil stars. | | ¢ 

Though His Honour praised the Municipal Commissioners for their labours, 
ability and public spirit, he yet said that the municipal administration of Cal- 
cutta needed reform. No one questions the necessity of a reform, and the 
loud protests which have been made in connection with the Bill relate only 
to the method in which reform is proposed to be effected. The method indi- 
cated by Sir Alexander Mackenzie will deal a death-blow to self-government. 
It is on no account desirable to curtail the powers of the Commissioners and 
increase those of the executive, if the Commissioners have up to this time 
really discharged their duties with ability. 

Sir John Woodburn said that no Government could be defended which 
did not seek to amend and improve itself whenever weakness and inefficiency 
became apparent in it. We do not deny this. But His Honour has to prove 
that the Commissioners have given evidence of weakness and inefficiency, and 
that it 1s only the municipal executive that have hitherto acted with ability. 
So long as he does not, prove this, we will not admit that the time for making 
a change has arrived. It is the man who prceposes to make a change that must 
prove where the weakness in the present state of things lies. The onus of 
proof lies on him, and on him alone. 

What we have observed up to this time is that it is the municipal executive 
that have always acted in an almost irresponsible manner without being 
answerable to any one for their actions. The help and favour received by the 
municipal officers from each other, and the support which subordinate officers 
receive from those above them, have always made it difficult to fix blame on 
any executive officer when ce Fata wrong has been committed. Under such 
circumstances, the Municipal Commissioners alone could be expected to exer- 
cise some control over the executive, and who can take it to be for the good of 
the community that the powers of the Commissioners will be curtailed and those 
of the executive enlarged ? 

The Lieutenant-Governor has not been much influenced by the petitions 
and arguments of the rate-payers. He is prepared to give the Commissioners 
power to frame bye-laws and a voice in expenditure, and he-says that if there 
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be a difference of opinion between the Corporation and the General Committee 
on a question of expenditure, Government will settle the difference, and its 
decision will he final. This does not appear to us to be any addition to the 
powers of either the rate-payers or their representatives. Nor can we approve 
of the proposed constitution of tne General Committee, 

We knew beforehand that the harsh provisions of the Bill relating to the 
registration of deaths, &c., would undergo some change. ‘I'he Lieutenant- 
Governor’s hint that these provisions will be modified has not, therefore, filled 
us with ecstasy. 

Sir John Woodburn said :—‘‘ At the commencement of all changes there 
is certain to be opposition and friction of sorts, but as soon as people become 
accustomed to the change, these temporary sorenesses vanish.” We full 
anticipated that our protests in India would bear no fruit beyond this, that the 
Lieutenant-Governor would be unable to shake off the influence of those who, 
in the name of wisdom and experience, wanted to curtail the privilege of local 
self-government, and that the Anglo-Indians’ sympathy with the poor and with 
the Musalmans would suddenly become too full to be kept within bounds. They 
are saying: It isthe principal defect of self-government in Ualcutta that the 
Musalmans and the poor have no representatives on the Municipal Board, and 
these two communities can have no representatives in the Corporation without 
the help of Government. But we should be glad to know how many poor men 
have up to this time been enbled to return a representative to the Corporation 
through the good offices of the Government. The fact is that Hindus and 
Musalmans are properly represented in the Corporation. It is the Europeans 
alone who have few representatives there, and the reason is that the 
Europeans who are elected do not like to work for the municipality. All 
that was needed to remedy this was to increase the number of Commissioners 
without interfering with the system of municipal government.. How the 
representative capacity of the Corporation can be increased by striking at the 
root of the representative system is beyond our comprehension. 

Toargue now is to cry in the wilderness. ‘'he only course left open to 
the rate-payers is to agitate their case in England. It would be foolish for 
them to expect redress from the authorities here, when it has not been obtained. 
from a sympathetic ruler like Sir John Woodburn, Redress is impossible 
without a systematic agitation in England and without informing the British 
public of the real circumstances of the Calcutta rate-payers. The arguments 
put forward against the Bill by the Hon’ble Babus Narendra Nath Sen and 
Surendra Nath Banerji have had no effect on the authorities here. But 
the English people, it is hoped, will weigh all arguments and judge impartially 
and without bias, No delay should be made in sending representatives to 
England and commencing an agitation there. 

21. The same paper contains a cartoon at the top of which are the 

a ce words “Stupid boy, don’t weep any more,” and 
at the foot of which are the words ‘‘Sugar-coated 
pills of neem (melia indica).” It represents a European in the act of drop- 
ping pills from a phial, on which are written the words ‘ Municipal pills,” 
into the mouth of a native boy whom he holds by his left hand and who 
seems unwilling to eat them. The letter-press is as follows :— 

“SHUT YOUR EYES AND OPEN YOUR MOUTH.” 

O my stupid boy, don’t weep; these are pills of neem coated with sugar. 
Why are you running about in false fear? Eat this time and you will get 
accustomed to them. 

Eat with your mouth open and eyes closed; let your stomach become 
full as you dance and jump about. If you listen only to the sound of 
empty words, you will come to grief. a ee 

Great advantages for the poor—all the doubt in their mind will be set at 
ras their pulse will quickly cease to beat, and in time their troubles will come 

an end. | 
| The pill of the law is here; the poor will have to leave the city. They 
will get only air and water if they hesitate. 
_ No matter if houses are burnt down; there will be more light. Comfort 
is better than happiness. Native houses will be pulled down in order to make 
wide streets, = 
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Houses will be built on open grounds and the struggle for land will cease, 
But when the question of money arises, you will see that it is all nothing 
the matter being like that of the fish frying 1n its own oil. | | 
- 92. The same paper has the following :— 

| : We have not been astonished to learn the 

The peas Be oveggs — views of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on 

we mePs’ the Calcatta Municipal Bill. At present the 

different communities in the town are represented 
in the Corporation in the proportion of the rates which they respectively pay. 
The merchants pay 2 very small amount as rates, and so they have a very 
small number of representatives in the Corporation. The Bill, if passed into 
law, will, however, change this state of things; and in the General Committee 
which is proposed to be constituted, the merchant community will have as 
many as four representatives, or one-third of the entire number of members 
who will constitute that Committee. Can the merchants be expected to give 
their opinion against a measure which proposes to give them such an ad- 
vantage? The Chamber knows very well that the Chairman of the Munici- 
pality will always be a European, hence they want to fix his minimum 
salary so high as Rs. 2,500. It is also no wonder that the Chamber should 
like to see the post of Vice-Chairman filled by a European. Every proposal 
of the Chamber is, in fact, onesided and of a selfish nature. 


23. The Samay of the 18th November comments as follows on Sir John 


Sir John Woodburn on the Woodburn’s speech on the Calcutta Municipal 
Calcutta Municipal Bill. Bill -— : 


1. His Honour prefaced his speech thus :— 


_ “Because to the misfortune of the Province, Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
no longer presides in this Council, I have been challenged to give my personal 


opinion on the issue, upon which an overwhelming majority of this Council 
has already given its decision.” 


The majority in the Council have, it is true, supported the Bill; but 
His Honour would have done better not to have referred to that overwhelming 
weight of opinion before expressing his own opinion on the measure. The 
fact of the majority in the Council being in its favour is no proof of either 
its faultless character or its beneficial nature, for such 1s the present constitution 
of the Legislative Councils in this country that the majority of their members 
are bound to support every measure, good or bad. Is not Sir John Woodburn 
aware that a measure which is passed solely on the support it receives from 
the majority in the Council can never secure the approval of public opinion? | 


2. In expressing his personal view on the measure, His Honour expressed 
himself thus :— 


“TI am bound to say that after a patient and, I venture to think, an 


impartial examination, I am independently of the opinion that the decision 
was right,” 


We do not, of course, contradict this statement of His Honour’s. But, 
so far as our poor intellect enables us to judge, we cannot be sure that the 
decision arrived at by His Honour on so large a Bill after such a short though 
patient and impartial) examination is not an erroneous one. | 

8. His Honour has praised and blamed the Calcutta Municipality almost 
in the same breath, thus displaying a wonderful mastery over language :— 


“The Corporation of Calcutta has, under its present constitution, assented 
to some great and far-reaching schemes of improvement for the city, and 
they are entitled to all the credit—and it is a high one—of realising the value 
and necessity of the great schemes which have been drawn up for their approval, 


ped those for the drainage of the city and the construction of the Harrison 
oad.” | 


_ While thus praising the Calcutta Municipality for assenting to these 
epee schemes, His Honour denies them the merit of devising or suggest- 
ing them. aus : Be 

_ 4 His Honour explained certain observations of his by quoting 
Sir Henry Harrison’s opinion on the Municipal Corporation of Calcutta that 
“it was his judgment that under its present constitution there is a lack of 
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motive power,” and observed that his few months’ experience in Bengal had 
enabled him to realise and compelled him to say that “the energies of the 
(local } : municipal government expend themselves in criticism and not in 
ction. 

' 5. In another place in his speech Sir John says:— | 

‘‘Of course this is a reform which is unpalatable to the representatives of 
the rate-payers. They lose the predominance they have been accustomed to, 
and we part with annoyance from anything to which we have been habituated. 
The change, moreover, does convey a slight. In all these feelings they have 
the sympathy of all of us. Had they been indolent, negligent, false to their 
duty, they could have had no sympathy. Their virtues have, indeed, been 
their vices, and @ very excess of zeal has paralysed their agenis.” 


We are sorry to hear such remarks made regarding the honorary repre- 
sentatives of the rate-payers by the generous Sir John Woodburn. ‘The 
way in which the affairs of the Calcutta Municipality are managed at present 
does not show that the Commissioners have any control over the executive 
oficers. His Honour’s statement that the opposition to the measure is due to 
a fear of loss of predominance is therefore a product of his imagination, pure 
and simple. 


24. The Sanjivani of the 19th November has the following :— 

(1) ‘The Lieutenant-Governor deserves our 
thanks for having acceded to the request of the 
public in connection with the disposal of dead 
bodies at night and the power proposed to be given to the General Committee 
to administer the funds much as they like. Everyone will be grateful to His 
Honour for these concessions, because they are both serious matters. We 
could not have done anything if he had disregarded public opinion on these 
points. Whatever the Government wills is passed in the Legislative Councils, 
and the protests of the elected members scarcely go for anything. We, 
therefore, thank the Lieutenant-(Zovernor again and again for the favour he has 
shown in these two respects. His Honour has not been able to show us any 
favour in the most important matter. He is not prepared to modify the 
clauses which reduce the representatives of the rate-payers to mere cyphers 
and vest all power in the General Committee, 


(2) It gives us great pleasure to note that Government will nominate for 
the General Committee a representative of the poorer classes. But we have to 
ask why Government did not so long appoint a single poor man as Commissioner ? 
Government has always appointed 15 Commissioners, ali of whom, we find from 
the records, have been rich men. When the existing law does not prevent 
the appointment of a representative of the poor, why is there not a co such 
representative in the Corporation? Why, again, does the Lieutenant-Governor 
say that if the Government does not appoint a Muhammadan to sit on the 
General Committee, there is no chance of a Muharmadan getting a seat on it? 
There are Musalmans on the General Committee now, and if the nominated 
Commissioners are ordered to appoint Musalmans to the Committee, they must 
do so. Where, then, is the necessity of changing the law? 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor is desirous of giving the European 
merchants the same rights as are enjoyed by the rate-pavers. Is this a just 
decision? We have no objection to the election of representatives of the 
mercantile community if this be done in proportion to the tax the European 
merchants pay. We have always been opposed to the principle of one man 
calling for the tune and another paying for the music. Our creed is that 
Hindus, Muhammadans and Europeans should all try, with one heart, for the 
improvement of the town. We cannot bear up with race distinction in such 
matters. It will be a hateful policy for Government to create ill-feoling in 
the town by asserting and giving importance to sectional interests. Govern- 
ment should always be on the side of unity and joint action. If, instead of 
this, Government arranges for the administration of the city according to castes 
and. races, it should not show undue favour to any particular caste or com- 
munity. Representatives should be appointed in the proportion money is paid 
by the different communities in the shape of rates. Representation fixed on 
any other principle will be unfair... - ) : 


Sir John Woodburn on the 
Municipal Bill. 
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“— deal. No wonder they should support the Bill. 


man gentlemen in the service of Government. 


6) The Lieutenant-Governor has read the proceedings of the Town Hall | 
meoting most carefully. It is, therefore, evident that the protest meeting has | 
borne some fruit. | 

(7) Wo are glad that the Lieutenant-Governor has even partially accepted 
as the constitution of the General 
Committee is not changed, and the other objectionable clauses in the Bill are 


the opinion of the 


public. 


But so long 


4\ We thank the Lientenant-Governor for saying that it is wel} 
ber of Commissioners. But 1f the Commissioners are to be 
real power, no respectable mun will agree to become a Commissioner 
Commissioners the residents of a ward will receive no hel, 


in a time of peril. It is a matter of regret that His Honour has uot under 


(5) The Lieutenant-Governor says that the Council is at one with the 
Chamber of Commerce, the British Indian Association and the two Muham. 
As regards the Chamber, it should be observed that the 

ies for the improvement of the town, but wield 
as much power as the native rate-payers. They have come here to make 
money and, as members of the General Committee, they will 


not removed, the public protests against the measure should not cease. 


20. 


The family of the lato Dr. Sures 
Chandra Sarkar. 


af 
* 


praying for sageewce, Wao 
8 family who have be 


conduct of three soldiers. 
26. ‘The Bongavass of the 19th November has the following :— 


The a 


Though 


of the late Dr. Sures 
Chandra Sarkar, of Barrack pore, 


her husband was, during 


administration and attentive to his 
doubt tit eeP of charity, and it is 
t His Excellency. 


sympathy 


The family of the late Dr. Sares 


Chandra Sarkar of Barrack 


from India, 
28. Referring to the 


Mr. Thordera’s apology. 


The Lieutenant-Governor 


Viceroy, who, in his turn, 


pore 


VI.— MiscELLANEOUS, 


The lamentable death of Dr. Sures Chandra 
Sarkar, of Barrackpore must still be fresh in the 
memory of all and will continue to be so for all time 
tocome. His wife has suddenly had to become a widow with seven children, 
the eldest of whom is now, by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, an apprentice 
in the Alipore Registration Office, but has not 


the country 


allowance to enable her to bring 


last, the same paper says :— 


of the Panjab forwarded this 
submitted it to the Secretary of 


The Aitavadi of the 18th November says that, after the lamentable 
death of Dr. Sures Chandra Sarkar, of Barrackpore, 
his widow was living with her brother, Dr. Amul 

Charan Basu, of Jhamapukur, in Calcutta. But the 
rocont death of her brother has left her entirely helpless. She has seven 
childron, of whom five are yet minors, The eldest son 
death been favoured 
in the office of the 


as after his father’s 
by the Lieutenant-Governor with the post of an apprentice 
Special Sub-Registrar of the 24-Parganas. 
gircumstances, Sures Babu’s widow has submitted a memorial to Lord Elgin, 
It is hoped that His Excellency will take pity on 
en reduced from affluence to poverty by the brutal 


t any permanent appointment. 
‘hough Dr, Sures Chandra used to earn bat tell make no sedalad for 
his family. His widow has applied to the Viceroy for a small allowance. As 
his lifetime, devoted to the cause of municipal 
ublic dutics, she and her children are 20 
oped that her condition will excite the 


27. The Sanyieani of the 19th November, which says that the people of 
will be glad if the Viceroy grants the 
prayer of Dr. Sures Chandra Sarkar’s ag for an 
| | . up . children, 
expects such aid and sympathy from His Excellency on the eve of his departare 


ology made by Mr. Thorburn for his speech at the 7 
Sates Meiies Institute on the 28th Jue 


mts 


vg facilities to 
| PI : © do not feel 
to even mention the name of the British Indian Association. Ithas — 
fallen very low. As for the Muhammadan Associations, we do not see how 


His Honour could even allude to them, seeing that both are guided by Musal. | 


Under the 


"Ss 8&6 GPE s 


reMhlstion of seditious 
pampll iets. sent from some 


( 1015 ) 


The words in Yhich Mr. Thorburn has expressed regret cannot, r] — 
ing, be takex§ to constitute an apology. He has not withdswerl ty one the 
many chargés preferred by him agaist the Government. It is evident that 
he wrote the letter of apology mi | under from the Lieutenant- 
Governorf of the Panjab. If, mstead of writing this letter, Mr. Thorburn had 
retired ffrom the service, he would have not only proved himself a bold and 
noblemignded man, but taught the Government a lesson. People’s love and 
respect? for him would in that = have —— . hundredfold. hs title 
. Referring to the te which recently ap in the 

to the effect that certain ao kioes pamphlets were 
in British territory to the 
students of the higher classes in the Trivandrum 


, Bllege, calling upon all Indians to rise against the British Government, because 
P 


Mrativasi of the 21st November says that it was by one indiscreet act that the 


was introducing the plague germ into the bodies of the Indians, the 


overnment planted the seed of permanent discontent in the minds of its 
subjects. It is now its duty to disabuse their minds by kind and sympathetic 
treatment. 


Urtya Papers. 


30. The Utkaldipika of the 8rd September is sorry to learn that the 

_ allowance granted to some Sikh eepoys, who were 

The allowances to native troops. = endered unfit for service by, and to the families of 

other sepoys who were killed in, the late frontier war 1s so meagre that it has 

been the cause of great discontent among the general body of native troops in 

the employ of Government. The writer, therefore, suggests that the allowances 

should be so increased as to make the service attractive to those warlike Indian 
tribes upon whom Government must depend for its strength and success. 

31. The same paper is of opinion that the ee of the Orissa Text- 

— Book Committee should be published in some native 

a a gee oe paper for the information of the public. The writer 

is glad that the Committee have excluded some 

benamt books from the list, and have ruled that no author or — will be 

allowed to make too many alterations in an approved book without the previous 

consent of the Committee. 

32. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 7th September urges that the 

os obnoxious provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Bill 

she Cileatie Saalsiges Se. should be at once removed, if it is in contemplation 


to pass the Bill without opposition. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengak Translator. 


BencaLt TRaNsLaTor’s OFFICE, 
The 26th November 1898. 


B,J. H—Roeg. No, 46020~T7—80-11-98, 


PAATIVAst, 
Nov, Sis, 1606, 


UPRaLDivina, 
Hopt, 3rd, 1808, 


UTmsL Divina, 


Univa sup 
N AVASAMVAD, 


Bert. 7th, 1808, 


tod. 


sist 


(Ab ty hart 


Aiibe 


pe es 


“ie 


on. c ota eae, om I ae oe SE le ” <i 
: > te anes _— . 

: ae ° . ; ; , ae ot ‘ a . ‘ ~ 

0 le Ee, RE ES 4 


Le De. sei. ee — 


pode i res og, Se 

ol ae ae s . - 7, = be 

wns . . “ a S a. s y ,_# t fe wie + x‘ ef Pi 
i Me: Fae g eS a. F - — - es . ‘ F nae = EN eels to SO 5 ree - 
ees ; =e ics Ee isaape cas pigs ae OE tes - 

- - : z aces 4 . . ; > : , 23° - = _ ‘> > 
—e . ‘ee — OE a a aa a ta : Ge ‘ 


